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The map of Northern Ireland showing the areas most effected by the Troubles; the darker the red, the more deaths per head of population. It may seem that because there were 116 deaths in Fermanagh, numbers are relatively few, but the county is predominately a rural farming community.
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Groups Responsible for Deaths in Co. Fermanagh

[bookmark: _GoBack]Out of the 116 deaths, the Provisional IRA was responsible for 104, and Loyalists five. The police ‘clear-up’ rate in the county is approximately 5%, meaning 95% of murders are unsolved. Yet the PSNI have made it clear that they have no interest in investigating the past[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Chief Constable George Hamilton, SEFF Conference 2016, Lough Erne Golf Resort.] 

Coming from a family badly affected by Irish republican-inspired terrorism, and working as an advocate for the South East Fermanagh Foundation (SEFF), it was/is the use of violence by the IRA in Fermanagh that dominates the SEFF workload and the Advocacy Service for Innocent Victims (AfIV).
I therefore want to deal with the Provisional movement’s strategy and how they continue to pursue their ‘war’ within society. 

Truth 
Most political players demand truth from those they perceive as the other side, or sides, but seem unwilling to offer the truth from their side, or acknowledge and take responsibility for their actions. This is mostly because of fear that such acknowledgement will weaken them in the new dispensation and that the truth may be used against them within the context of the delicate peace that prevails[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Hamber B., 1998, Past Imperfect: Dealing with the Past in Northern Ireland and Societies in Transition, University of Ulster and INCORE.] 

The Provisional movement cannot and will not admit to their actions of the past. They have reached a moral standpoint where they have established an equivalence in that their members were quite simply responding to state terror. Gerry Adams will never admit to his involvement with the IRA, and the reality is a large section of the population now don’t care or are ambivalent about his past.
I was recently present in the Dail giving a presentation to the Good Friday Agreement  Implementation Committee[footnoteRef:3] when quite a few senior members of Sinn Fein were present, including most of their MPs. Francie Molloy put forward the idea of a Truth Commission. The reality is they don’t want any type of truth. It is easy for them to allege widespread collusion, but truth – I have no doubt the police and military hold many files implicating senior members of the Provisional movement in the most heinous of crimes – they can’t handle the truth.  [3:  GFA Implementation Committee Meeting, 8 November 2017, Dail Eireann, Dublin] 

When I challenged Mr Molloy as to how a truth process would work, considering terrorist organisations do not hold documents or files, therefore they can minimise their involvement to as little as possible, he had no comeback.

Terminology
There is a sustained attempt by the Provisionals to introduce terminology into daily use that suits their narrative. This is served by academics that buy into this while the universities discourage calling a terrorist a ‘terrorist’. Another example is how academics refer to an “ex-combatant” as an internationally recognised phrase which is generally used for both state and non-state actors who have been involved in violent conflict. 
The definition equates the actions of the terrorist organisations with that of the state. However of the 3,500 deaths during the Troubles, republicans and loyalists are responsible for 90%; of the remaining 10% attributable to the state, a large proportion involved the legal taking of life as defined by Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights.
This is all part of the acceptable ‘Troubles’ language that has crept into society. I hear it in meetings with the Victims Commissioner and the Victims and Survivors Service when we are advised not to use the unacceptable ‘terrorist’ description but the other terms are never challenged. 
In the Provo mind-set, and their loyalist cohorts, there was no other way. By their moral compass, I and thousands like me also had the right to take life in response to the murders of our own – the fact is, there was another way, and the vast majority of our society took the legal and moral route.

Definition of a Victim
That strategy moved on to the next level, and this is one that probably annoys victims more than any other – the definition of a victim. If the Provisionals can have their members accepted as equal combatants to those of the State, then they can be equal victims also. 

‘Reshape, Rebuild, Achieve’
The document Reshape, Rebuild, Achieve was produced in April 2002 by the Victims Unit of the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister. Its co-signatories were Denis Haughey, SDLP, and James Leslie, UUP, on behalf of the then First Minister, David Trimble, and Deputy First Minister, Seamus Mallon. It identified victims as, “The surviving physically and psychologically injured of violent, conflict related incidents and those close relatives or partners who care for them, along with those close relatives or partners who mourn their dead”[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/issues/victims/docs/vu03.pdf ] 

This was the seeming start of the communal victimhood, as perceived by Sir Kenneth Bloomfield[footnoteRef:5] and Eames Bradley[footnoteRef:6] that was to distress many of those we now term as ‘innocent victims’, i.e. those who through no fault of their own had become victims of terror. [5:  http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/issues/violence/victims.htm ]  [6:  http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/victims/docs/consultative_group/cgp_230109_report.pdf ] 

The 2002 document metamorphosed into The Victims and Survivors (Northern Ireland) Order 2006.

Interpretation in the Order of a "victim and survivor”
3. (1) In this Order references to "victim and survivor" are references to an individual appearing to the Commissioner to be any of the following:-
(a) someone who is or has been physically or psychologically injured as a result of or in consequence of a conflict-related incident;
(b) someone who provides a substantial amount of care on a regular basis for an individual mentioned in paragraph (a); or
(c) someone who has been bereaved as a result of or in consequence of a conflict-related incident. 

The next stage is for Republicans to gain pensions for their injured members. They do not mind if Loyalists also get these pensions. Once their ‘test’ cases pass through the system, the floodgates will open. Receiving such state pensions will legitimise their past. It is this abuse of the system by the terrorist organisations that is preventing many hundreds of innocents availing of a pension that they badly need, as they refuse to be morally equated with a terrorist.
Sinn Fein states it is committed to designating a Day of Reconciliation that “reflects different loyalties but which signals a commitment to building a better future”[footnoteRef:7]. They recently held what was termed, ‘A Time for Truth’ black-flagged rally in Belfast that was quite concerning. I cannot speak for others but I hear the views of many innocent victims in the course of both my work and research. The people I engage with do not want to attend any type of rally, parade, or anything else that is clearly infiltrated by unapologetic terrorists of any persuasion who continue to deny their past. It was quite disappointing that victims of terror were used in this way. [7:  https://www.sinnfein.ie/files/2016/ReconciliationDoc_2016.pdf ] 


Consultation on the Stormont House Agreement Legacy Bill
When?
How?
Voiceless. Have the decisions been made, do our views matter?
Do the victims matter?
Issues with the Stormont House Agreement structures like the HIU; Statute of Limitations.
These are questions that must be answered before and during any Bill consultation process. Even though it is easy to be despondent, we must become involved in this process, and have our voices heard.
The American, Chuck Palahniuk stated, “You realise that our mistrust of the future makes it hard to give up the past.” 
Innocent Victims feel badly let down, both by our local politicians and British governments. We feel that ‘we are in the way’, that ‘we need to move on’, we are not considered in any legislation and policy, while giving victims’ groups a level of funding might keep us quiet.  
It was at the close of World War I, Edmund Wilson looked out over London and said, “No one pretends to give a damn anymore – unless they are one’s close friends or relatives –whether people are killed or not…The long-continued concentration on killing people whom we rarely confront, the suppression of the natural bonds between ourselves and these unseen human creatures, is paid by repercussions. The spitefulness and fear and stifled guilt, in our immediate personal relations…Our whole world is poisoned now.” [footnoteRef:8] [8:  http://archive.vva.org/archive/TheVeteran/2005_03/feature_HistoryPTSD.htm ] 
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