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The most charitable thing that can be said about Sinn Fein’s shameless rewriting of history is that they are making a mistake.
Republicans are relentlessly demonising the past activities of the security forces.
A host of people in positions of authority in Britain and the Republic seem prepared to assist republicans in this rewriting, which implies that the British state was murderous, and that IRA terrorists and the security forces were equivalent, thus implying that republican violence was justified.
This rewriting is taking many forms. The handling of informers is retrospectively portrayed as “collusion” in murder. In truth, it was collusion with privately disaffected IRA members in a bid to stop their more dedicated colleagues.
Inadequate RUC investigations into IRA murders are now investigated with greater vigour than the murderers. And a raft of inquests might now rule on “illegal killings”. 
Anyone who looks closely at the statistics of the dead of the Troubles will see how restrained the British state was and how bad loyalist intelligence was. Loyalist terror gangs had minimal intelligence and so murdered innocent Catholics.
The SAS killings of an IRA gang at Loughgall in 1987 were a rare example of terrorists being stopped in their tracks. It was a wholly proportionate response to imminent murder. 
Jeremy Corbyn stood in silence for that gang. But his foolishness has since been exposed globally. He could not even bring himself to say that Islamists in a situation such as the Bataclan theatre, picking off concert goers, should be shot dead.
Regrettably, many IRA gangs over the decades were not stopped as were the thugs at Loughgall.
The mistake republicans are making in pursuing the past is that it invites people to examine what really happened. IRA crimes ranged from sectarian murders of border Protestants to murders of Irish Catholics to large-scale massacres such as Kingsmill, La Mon, Birmingham and Enniskillen. 
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There has to be a line drawn under the past. Victims will never get more than a fragment of justice, whatever happens, while the paramilitaries and their allies are salivating over getting their teeth into the legacy bodies, especially as regards their staffing.
London is quite blind as to what is going to happen and feels absolutely incapable of addressing "Article 2 compliance" which has become the watchword for creating equivalence between the Army and the IRA.
Strasbourg and the ECHR Committee of Ministers will accept a (non-compliant) deal if it recognises the purpose is to address the future. Could London not try that?
Every single one of the 3,500 deaths will eventually have a re-opened inquest under the Article 2 compliance rubric, as 'collusion' and or police ineffectiveness is arguable in every case, especially using the standards of today.
The NIO must face up to the fact that (a) the IRA would not have been broken except through agents and informants, (b) this is true world-wide with any terror group, and (c) all agents and their handlers break the law from the very moment of recruitment as they are, at least, involved in a conspiracy if not more serious actions. No agent can survive if some of their crimes are not successful.
An exemption in law for agents must therefore either be specified or investigations prohibited.
